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Transport is about connecting people and
activities and about getting goods and services
to where they are needed. In Melbourne we rely
too heavily on cars for most of our personal
transport, and on trucks for most of our freight.
Our over-reliance on motor vehicles has been
costly on the environment and is not sustainable. 
As Melbourne continues to grow, massive
behaviour change is needed to decrease the use
of cars and increase the use of sustainable forms
of transport – walking, cycling and public
transport. The ideal transport network will
sustain our economic prosperity, our quality of
life, and have minimal impact on the
environment. 

Pressure
The impacts of transport on our environment are
diverse. Our motor vehicle use causes
congestion, noise, pollution and injury and death
of people and animals. Roads and parking space
contribute to loss and fragmentation of land,
remnant vegetation and wildlife habitat. Roads
provide easy pathways for dispersal of feral
predators, such as foxes, dogs and cats, and
environmental weeds. Rainwater run-off from
road surfaces pollutes our rivers and creeks.
Emissions from fuel pollute the air (see Air
Quality chapter) and produce greenhouse gases,
which contribute to climate change. The
Australian transport sector is one of the highest
greenhouse gas producers, contributing to 16%
of Australia’s total greenhouse emissions.  90%
of this comes from road transport. Transport is
the fastest growing emissions sector, rising by
20% from 1990 levels, and is predicted to rise by
38% between 1990 and 2010.1

Our reliance on fossil fuels will become even
more problematic as reserves are depleted.
Fossil fuels come from non-renewable sources
that have taken millions of years to form. 
Where car use replaces walking or cycling on a
regular basis, it reduces general health and well-
being of the community. Car ownership and use
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Walking School Bus
The Walking School Bus is not a vehicle but a fun, healthy

and safe way for primary school children to travel to school.

Children walk in a group with an adult driver/supervisor at

the front and an adult conductor/supervisor at the rear. The

bus travels along a set route picking up additional

passengers along the way at designated bus stops.

Walking School Bus routes are safety audited and the ratio

of adults to children is at least 1 to 8. Children and adult

volunteers often wear bright distinctive safety sashes. The

drivers and conductors are registered under the participating

Council’s Volunteer Policy and are subject to police checks

and required to undergo training in road safety, duty of care

and first aid.

VicHealth’s Walking School Bus Program is a partnership

between state government, councils and community

agencies, who work with local primary schools to establish

Walking School Buses in their municipalities. The purpose of

the program is to create change in the school travel patterns

of Victorian primary school children. During 2003, 21 of

Melbourne’s city councils participated in the program.

For further information www.vichealth.vic.gov.au 
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The Envirometer
While sustainable transport 
use increased in the inner
suburbs, excessive car use 

is still a problem.

Cycle your way to a sustainable future.
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is costly. In 2003, the Royal Automobile Club of
Victoria calculated that the weekly cost of
running a car ranged from $100 – $280 per
week.2

Motor Vehicles
Across Australia, car ownership has significantly
increased over the last 30 years – in 1971 there
were 3.3 persons per motor vehicle compared to
1.9 persons per motor vehicle in 2002. Over this
period the motor vehicle fleet increased by 151%
while the population increased by 50%. The
number of motor vehicle registered in Victoria
rose 3.9% in the year ended March 2002.3 Even
so, 11% of Melbourne households do not own a
car.4

In Australia, motor vehicles travelled a total
distance of 180 billion km in 2000 at an average
of 15,400 km per vehicle on the road 
(42 km per vehicle per day). Business use (of any
vehicle) accounted for an estimated 34% of
distance travelled, journey to and from work
accounted for a further 22% and private use
made up the remaining 43%. In the capital cities,
motor vehicles traveled 100 billion km, averaging
12,200km per vehicle for the year (33 km per
vehicle per day). 82% of this distance was
traveled by cars.5

In 1999, the Victoria Activity and Travel Survey
(VATS) found that 75% of all trips (and 66% of all
stops) were made by cars. Private cars accounted
for 91% of all motorized passenger trips –
considerably higher than the OECD level of
private vehicle use of 81%.6

In the commercial and business sectors, motor
vehicles are the main mode of transport. An
audit report in 2001 found that over 75% of
freight moved to or from Victoria travels by road.
96% of freight moved within Victoria travels by
road. Freight-carrying and commercial vehicles
make up 20% of all vehicles on the road and
account for 22% of the total distance travelled by
all vehicles in Australia. Since 1998, the total
distance travelled by light commercial vehicles in
Australia has increased by 9%, while the distance
travelled by articulated trucks increased by 8% –
a trend that is likely to continue. Changes to, and
growth in, the economy (such as the growth in
service industries) has steadily increased freight
and commercial traffic. 7

Condition
Melburnians make more than 11 million trips by
car, train, bus, tram, bike and on foot every day.8

There are more than one million short car trips
of less than a kilometre made each day in
Melbourne – many need not be by car.9

Melbourne’s projected population growth of up
to one million people by 2030 will mean at least
another three million trips in and around the city
each day.10

In this section we look at travel to work, travel to
school, cycling and public transport.
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Travel to work

Data on mode of journey to work is taken from
the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2001
Census. Previous editions of this Bulletin used
VATS data on mode of travel to work, however,
2001 VATS data was not available for this
Bulletin. The data has been grouped into inner,
middle and outer suburbs and is shown in 
Figure 1. 
As in previous years, the charts show an increase
in car use with increasing distance from
Melbourne’s Central Business District. In 2001,
70% of Melburnians traveled to work by car (as a
driver or passenger) in the inner municipalities,
increasing to 86% and 90% in the middle and
outer municipalities respectively. 
Public transport journeys – bus, tram and train –
accounted for over 21% of journeys in the inner
municipalities, 12% of journeys in the middle
municipalities and 7% of journeys in the outer
municipalities. The use of public transport
reflects the availability and convenience of these
services in different areas, which is discussed
further in the public transport section. 
Cycling and walking were greater in the inner
municipalities (9%) than middle and outer
municipalities (3%), reflecting higher urban
density, closer proximity to work, more bicycle
facilities, worse traffic congestion and less
parking. 
A comparison of journey to work data between
1996 and 2001 can be found in Graph 1. There is
an encouraging trend in the inner area of a small
increase in public transport use, from 18.6% to
21.6%. This change was accompanied by a
corresponding decrease in car use. It is
disappointing that cycling and walking decreased
throughout the city. 
Overall, the survey results indicate that across
Melbourne we are too reliant on our cars to get
to work, and except in the inner suburbs, we are
becoming more so. As something to aim for,
European cities aim to have roughly one third of
trips by cars, one third by walking and cycling
and one third by public transport. Melbourne has
a long way to go. 
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Running On Canola
As worldwide concern mounts over the use and dependence

of non-renewable fuels for transport, Lilydale based bus

group, Invicta, is committed to doing something about it. In

2002, Invicta ran five buses for nine months on the diesel

alternative, BioDiesel, a canola oil-based fuel. The fuel

contains a number of ingredients, all of which come from

renewable sources. 

The environmental benefits of canola include a 30%

reduction in smoke particularly when the bus is at maximum

capacity and when moving off from stationary (none of the

buses blew black smoke as did their diesel counterparts), up

to 75% reduction in particles and up to 75% reduction in

carbon monoxide(CO). 

While the results of the trial were encouraging, there were

found to be several disadvantages to using the canola-based

fuel: the cost of running a bus is about 10% more than

conventional diesel, the buses produced a little less power,

and the buses used about 5% more fuel than the regular

buses. The Canola oil bus trial ceased mainly due to

commodity shortage and price increase. 

For further information

www.everytripcounts.net.su/greening/canola oil &

www.invictabus.com.au/community 
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Travel to school

In Melbourne, the major mode of travel for
children of all ages is as a car passenger. The
1999 VATS survey found that travel as a car
passenger accounted for 81% of all trips made
by children aged between 5 and 9, 62% of all
trips made by children aged between 10 and 14
years and 40% of children 15 to 19 years.11

About 85% of all trips to primary schools by
children are accompanied by an adult, sibling or
carer. Where parents/carers accompany children
to primary schools, driving to schools accounts
for 87.5% of such trips. For 85% of these trips the
drivers are mothers. A further 9.9% are by
walking.12

The use of cars for children’s travel has
increased. This could be due to increasing
concerns over traffic and personal safety.
Increasing distance from home to school is
another contributing factor – 413 state primary
schools have closed since the 1990s.13 Children’s
health suffers from increasing travel as a car
passenger. Lack of regular exercise can cause
illness, stress, fatigue, heart problems and
obesity. 
Obesity is a growing problem in Australian
school children. In 2001, 20% of 5 and 6 year
olds were overweight. That figure increased to
23% in 10 to 12 year olds.14 The Walking School
Bus program (see case study) is one way of
providing regular exercise for primary school
children and reducing our community’s
increasing reliance on cars. 

Bicycles
Melbourne is Australia’s only capital city with an
extensive network of dedicated bike lanes on the
roads. Bike lanes increase safety and encourage
bicycle use. 
Shared bicycle paths and on-road bicycle lanes
are being progressively built throughout the
metropolitan Melbourne area by local councils,
VicRoads and Parks Victoria, often in conjunction
with local bicycle user groups. Approximately
685km of the planned 2,400km ‘Principal Bicycle
Network’ has been built.15

As a measure of progress on the development of
bicycle facilities the length of bicycle lanes and
paths can be compared with the length of the
road network and the population in local council
and regional areas. Table 1 shows the lengths of
on-road and off-road facilities in each local
government area, for the central, inner, middle
and outer regions and for the metropolitan areas
as a whole. The total length of bicycle facilities
per 100 km of road and per 10,000 population is
also shown.

Population Road Bicycle Facilities (km) Km of bicycle facilities
Local Council Length 

(km)
on-road off-road total per 100km per 1000 

of road population

Central Region
Melbourne 45,000 333 28 34 62 18.6 13.8
Port Phillip 79,000 289 33 14 47 16.3 5.9
Yarra 68,000 292 45 14 59 20.2 8.7
sub-total 192,000 914 106 62 168 18.4 8.8

Inner Region
Boroondara 157,000 690 53 31 84 12.2 5.4
Darebin 129,000 612 19 24 43 7.0 3.3
Glen Eira 122,000 487 33 2 35 7.2 2.9
Maribyrnong 61,000 332 6 11 17 5.1 2.8
Moonee Valley 112,000 499 11 27 38 7.6 3.4
Moreland 137,000 600 18 31 49 8.2 3.6
Stonnington 91,000 366 29 10 39 10.7 4.3
sub-total 809,000 3,586 169 136 305 8.5 3.8

Middle Region
Banyule 119,000 612 4 27 31 5.1 2.6
Bayside 88,000 408 40 14 54 13.2 6.1
Brimbank 160,000 932 15 64 79 8.5 4.9
Dandenong 132,000 782 17 24 41 5.2 3.1
Hobsons Bay 81,000 500 37 30 67 13.4 8.3
Kingston 133,000 714 28 25 53 7.4 4.0
Knox 141,000 838 7 71 78 9.3 5.5
Manningham 112,000 744 24 46 70 9.4 6.3
Maroondah 97,000 533 0 13 13 2.4 1.3
Monash 162,000 861 26 44 70 8.1 4.3
Whitehorse 145,000 705 15 36 51 7.2 3.5
sub-total 1370,000 7,629 213 394 607 8.0 4.4

Outer Region
Cardinia 44,000 2,951 1 10 11 0.4 2.5
Casey 161,000 1,631 9 35 44 2.7 2.7
Frankston 111,000 760 5 27 32 4.2 2.9
Hume 126,000 1,430 36 18 54 3.8 4.3
Melton 44,000 975 38 16 54 5.5 12.3
Mornington Pen. 122,000 2,555 27 12 39 1.5 3.2
Nillumbik 59,000 1,275 7 24 31 2.4 5.3
Whittlesea 111,000 1,316 18 40 58 4.4 5.2
Wyndham 81,000 1,197 56 44 100 8.4 12.3
Yarra Ranges 139,000 4,958 0 51 51 1.0 3.7
sub-total 998,000 19,048 197 277 474 2.5 4.7

Metro Area 3,369,000 31,177 685 869 1,554 5.0 4.6

source: VicRoads 2003

* Please note the table includes data for the Principal Bicycle Network and local
municipal networks although records of local networks may not be complete in all cases.
Facilities along boundaries have been allocated to one municipality but may actually lie
in the other.

INDICATOR: Table 1. Length of on-road and off-road bicycle
networks and total length of bicycle facilities compared to road
network length (Sept 2002)*
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The central region municipalities of Yarra
(20.2km), Melbourne (18.6km) and Port Phillip
(16.3km) have the higher lengths of bicycle
facilities for each 100 km of road network. Other
municipalities with high relative lengths of
bicycle facilities include Hobsons Bay (13.4km)
and Bayside (13.2km) in the middle region, and
Boroondara (12.2km) and Stonnington (10.7km)
in the inner region. Municipalities with higher
lengths of bicycle network per 1,000 population
include Melbourne (13.8km), Melton and
Wyndham (both 12.3km).
Taken as a whole the central and inner regions
have relatively more on-road than off-road
facilities, while the reverse is true for the middle
and outer regions. A combination of on-road and
off-road facilities is desirable to cater for different
needs of cyclists, for example, for commuting,
shopping and recreation, and for various age,
skill and confidence levels.
In 2002-03 VicRoads working together with local
councils planned forty-two projects to extend the
length of Melbourne bicycle paths by 85km.16

The success of Melbourne’s bike lanes and
increased bike facilities is reflected in the large
increase in the number of cyclists using these
roads. Melbourne’s CBD has some of the most
popular cycling streets and shared paths in
Australia. Bicycle Victoria has conducted counts
at the same sites, once a year, on a weekday
between 7 and 9 am (wet days are avoided),
either in autumn or spring, for the last 5 to 10
years. Daily counts are calculated as
approximately 8 times the morning peak hourly
average. 
In the CBD, cycling numbers have increased at 5
per cent a year on average for the last 5 years as
more bike lanes and paths are established in the
Melbourne CBD. Cycling has increased by 50%
over 6 years on major approaches to Melbourne
as shown in Graph 2. There are about 12,000
cycle trips into and out of Melbourne’s CBD each
weekday.17 The ABS journey to work information
does not reflect an increase in cycling as a major
mode of transport to work in the inner city, so
these trips are probably being made to other
destinations and/or by cyclists that ride
occasionally rather than frequently to work.
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Power To The Pedal
For eight years, Critical Mass has demonstrated to the

commuters of Melbourne that the bicycle is a legitimate

means of transport. The event began in San Francisco eleven

years ago and has spread world-wide to 360 cities. 

The rides attract up to 500 people of all ages and typically go

for about 2 hours, or 12 to 15 kilometres. Throughout, a safe

riding space is created by the Mass, and maintained by

participants working together. As a result the pace is easy

and conversation is plentiful. It is a great opportunity for

people who cycle everyday to take part in an active

community event. When bystanders ask what is going on,

cyclists often call back that it is ‘A party on wheels!’,

‘A pollution free traffic jam!’ or ‘Safety in numbers for once!’. 

There are as many reasons for participating as there are

riders. Protecting the environment, energy efficiency, health

and enhancing the amenity of the city are just a few. For

many it is simply an opportunity to meet friends or to cycle

on major roads and actually feel safe. It is also an

opportunity to steel yourself to deal with our car-addicted

city for yet another month.

In Melbourne, Critical Mass rides start at the State Library, at

5:30pm on the last Friday of every month. For more

information www.critical-mass.org.

CASE STUDY
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Swanston Street has become the busiest cycling
street in Australia with more than 2,400 cyclists
per day. The number of cycling trips had grown
260% over the last ten years from 1992 – 2003 as
shown in Graph 3. 
St Kilda Road carries over 2,000 cyclists each
weekday. The Main Yarra Trail carries over 2,500
cyclists every weekday and more on sunny
weekends. Beach Road, Australia’s premier cycling
training route, carries more than 7,000 cyclists
each weekend – before 10.30am each weekend
morning there are more bicycles than motor
vehicles passing Black Rock on Beach Road.18

In contrast, cycling in the outer suburbs of
Melbourne is generally very low. Most cycling
used to be to school and shops, but these days
wide busy roads and few bicycle lanes and shared
paths do not provide an encouraging environment

INDICATOR: Map 1. Public Transport Journeys to Work in Metropolitan Melbourne
(SLAs) 2001.

for cycling. More children are being driven to
school as our roads and neighbourhoods are
being perceived as too dangerous.19

Across the whole of metropolitan Melbourne, the
VATS Travel Survey data shows that the
percentage of bike trips in Melbourne dropped
from 2 per cent in 1996 to about 1 per cent in
1999. There is more cycling in the inner city but
less cycling, mostly by children, in the outer
suburbs.20

Victoria is the only mainland state where the
number of cycle deaths fell significantly recently
(from 14 in 2000 to 6 in 2001). The number of
other reported cycle crashes has also fallen from
1999 to 2001. Bike lanes, especially on main
roads where most cycling deaths occur, make
cycling safer.21

City Of Melbourne Transport 
Program 2003 – 2006
The Transport Program 2003 – 2006 is a range of initiatives

designed to improve transport access and safety to move

towards a sustainable transport future. 

Among the initiatives in the Transport Program are: 

• Improve pedestrian amenity within the municipality,

particularly within the CBD. Key pedestrian projects include

undertaking pedestrian studies for the Sports and

Entertainment area, for the Docklands area and its link to

CBD and for the RMIT area around Victoria and Lygon

Street. 

• Improve the quality of amenity and safety in the vicinity of

public transport facilities. Reviewing current pedestrian

patterns associated with Flinders Street Station, Spencer

Street Station and loop stations in the CBD has also been

identified as a key project to improve public transport

accessibility. On the ground projects include works to

improve pedestrian infrustrature in Elizabeth St and the

Southbank area.

• Reduce road congestion by improving the efficiency of

vehicular transport access into the CBD. A key project is to

complete the CBD street classification and review by-pass

route arrangements. 

A works schedule for year one of the Transport Program has

been developed and focuses on these major issues. For more

information www.melbourne.vic.gov.au or 9658 9658.

CASE STUDY

Public Transport Usage

18–28 percent
12–18 percent
7–12 percent
Less than 7 percent

source: 2001 ABS Census of Population & Housing
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Public transport
Melbourne’s metropolitan train network is
extensive by world standards, radiating from the
central city on 15 routes. Its tramways network is
the fourth largest in the world (and the largest
outside of Europe) with 478 trams servicing 30
routes. There are 1600 buses travelling on 270
routes.22

Public transport use in Melbourne has steadily
declined as a proportion of all transport modes
over the last 50 years. Between 1965 to 1990
public transport use in Melbourne declined by
50%.23 In 1992, public transport was used for 12%
of all journeys and for only 9% of all journeys in
2000.24,25 The decline in public transport use
reflects increased car use, a decline in services
and failure of public transport to meet public
expectations. Car drivers have a perception that
car travel is cheaper, quicker and easier than it
actually is and that rail transport, cycling and
walking are worse options than they actually are.26

The ABS measured public transport journeys to
work in Statistical Local Areas (SLAs) in their 2001
census. The percentage of people using public
transport across Melbourne is shown in Map 1.
Public transport use is higher in the inner city
(12–28%) where there are more services and
decreases with increasing distance from the city
centre (7–12% in outer areas) where there are
fewer services. 
An anomaly in the public transport usage map
can be seen in the outer western suburbs of
Melbourne, where levels of usage are higher than
in the other outer suburbs. This may reflect a
greater number of low income households in
these suburbs resulting in a lower level of car
ownership, and therefore a higher dependency on
public transport for longer journeys. 
The data indicates that despite the extent of
Melbourne’s public transport network, it meets
the needs of only a small percentage of our
journeys – especially in the most recently
developed urban areas where access is poor. To
increase public transport use it must provide an
attractive alternative to car travel for everybody,

when and where they want to go. This means
that service quality must be comparable to the
car on fundamental measures like speed and
convenience. Public transport has been largely
oriented around a traditional full-time work force,
but now needs to cater for the varying hours of
an increasingly flexible, part-time and casual
work force. 
For public transport to be a real alternative to car
travel services need to be upgraded in many
metropolitan areas. There also needs to be a
change in attitudes and behaviours of
governments and individuals. Public transport
should not be considered a last-resort option or
only for those that don’t drive, work in the
central city, school children, the poor and the
elderly. 

Get Smart
TravelSMART is an innovative program aimed at

encouraging people to choose sustainable travel alternatives

such as cycling, walking or catching public transport, and

reducing their dependency on the car. It involves State and

local Governments working with individuals, households and

organisations to identify and promote these alternatives

where possible. There are three components: communities,

schools and workplaces.

The Communities program has been run in three distinct

geographical areas: Elwood, Brunswick and Dandenong. The

program has just been completed and its impact on

behaviour is being assessed. A second round of the

Communities program has just commenced around the

Alamein train line.

The Schools program involved the testing of curriculum

materials in six schools across the metropolitan area.

Although the focus is on long term behaviour change, the

program also measured the extent to which the children and

parents involved changed their behaviour over the life of the

program. The overall results are a 7.7% increase in walking,

a 7.8% increase in cycling and a drop of 12.9% of the number

of children being driven to school.

The Workplace program has two components: a section

working to develop traditional green transport plans, Better

Ways To Work, and a section working with two large

employers, The Alfred Hospital and Monash University’s

Clayton Campus. After completion of an 18 month transport

plan, Northcote High School recorded a 20% drop in the

number of staff driving to school. Of the two large

employers, both have recorded increases in the number of

staff or students using public transport (up 69% at Monash

and up 25% at The Alfred), while car use declined (down 33%

at Monash and down 19% at The Alfred).

For more information www.travelsmart.vic.gov.au

CASE STUDY
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Response
The Victorian Government has made a
commitment in the strategy document Growing
Victoria Together (2001) to more than doubling
the public transport share of trips from 9% in
2000 to 20% by 2020.27 In 2002, The Department
of Sustainability and Environment released the
Melbourne 2030: Integrated Transport Draft
which outlines a package of measures to
encourage people to make trips in sustainable
ways.28 These documents have good intentions,
however, it will take much bigger changes with
significant government intervention to reach the
target. The TravelSMART program is an example
of positive change (see case study: Get Smart).
In 2001, the Metropolitan Transport Forum, an
advocacy group comprising representatives from
local and state government, transport companies
and environment groups, released a booklet
Creating Choices: The Transport Web. It outlines
options and ideas for individuals and
governments to increase the use of walking,
cycling and public transport and decrease the
use of motor vehicles.29

What can you do to increase walking,
cycling and public transport use?

Councils

Develop an integrated transport plan for your
municipality for more sustainable transport
options. Better link land use and transport
planning so that sustainable transport is the
preferred option for access to jobs, facilities
and services (see Case Study: Doncaster Park
and Ride for one idea to increasing public
transport usage).

Maximise the opportunities for walking,
cycling and public transport use for new
commercial or housing developments.

Increase connectivity of existing on-road and
off-road bicycle paths, particularly by closing
gaps and improving access to activity centres
and schools. Connections to public transport
interchanges (especially rail stations) are
important particularly in the middle and outer
regions. Work with the local bicycle groups to
plan bike lanes and cycle-friendly traffic
calming devices. Consider separating on-road
parking spaces and on-road bike lanes. 

Accelerate the development of the Principal
Bicycle Network – if development continues at
its current rate it will be at least 30 years
before some people will have access to bike
lanes.30

Provide incentives or subsides, or work with
schools or community centres to encourage
people to undertake bicycle skills courses.

Provide bike and pedestrian safe routes to
school, open space and shopping centres
Provide and lobby for safe and comfortable
access to and storage facilities at public
transport interchanges.

Participate in road safety programs:

• Roadsmart is a traffic safety education
program which focuses on teaching 5 – 12
year olds to walk, play and travel safely. 
• Bike Ed teaches 9 – 13 year olds the skills and
knowledge required to ride a bicycle in safety.
For more information:
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au
• WalkSafe is a multi-action program
combining engineering measures, community
education, police enforcement and publicity to
reduce the incidence and severity of crashes
involving pedestrians in urban municipalities.
The program is coordinated by VicRoads,
Victoria Police, the Transport Accident
Commission and local government.
• Walking School Bus – see case study.

Individuals

Leave your car at home, especially for short
trips.

Choose to live in an established area close to
public transport and other services to avoid car
dependancy. 

If you are car dependant: minimize the number
of cars per household, buy a small car and rent
a large one for holidays, share car ownership
and car trips, maintain your car regularly.

Explore Melbourne and surrounds on public
transport and bike.

Lobby for improved public transport services
and facilities.

Shop locally, buy locally made goods, use
local services.

Work from home.

‘Park and Ride’ in Doncaster 
Doncaster ‘Park and Ride’ is a new interchange that provides

commuters with easy access to bus services to and from the

Melbourne CBD. The service provides space for 400 cars and

offers services into the city along Doncaster Road and the

Eastern Freeway. A trip into the CBD from the ‘Park and

Ride’ in peak hour traffic takes only 33 minutes, making it a

quick and hassle free transport alternative for city

commuters in the area. 

So far the initiative is proving to be successful. Average

usage figures (taken from the period 23rd June 2003 – 27th

June 2003) show that 202 cars were parked and 426 people

boarded buses at the facility each day. Reducing the number

of vehicles on the Eastern Freeway will help to alleviate

congestion, improve road safety and benefit air quality and

the environment.

A recent survey has indicated that a range of people from

across the community are using the facility. 66% of

passengers travel to the Park and Ride in their own car, 20%

walk and the other 14% use the ‘kiss and ride’ drop off point.

This reflects the facility’s success in making public transport

an accessible and financially viable transport alternative to

all community members.

For more information www.manningham.vic.gov.au 
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